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Do the girls need consent from
their parents/guardians to be vaccinated?

Yes - parents/guardians need to provide signed
consent for the vaccination of the girls. Girls who are
12 years and older have to assent (agree) for
themselves.

Where is the HPV vaccination campaign
going to be conducted?

The HPV vaccination will be administered in schools to
Grade 4 girls across the country. Special schools will
also be covered and in these schools girls born in 2004
will also be vaccinated.

Who will be conducting the vaccination?

There will be trained teams of health workers who will
be visiting the schools to vaccinate the Grade 4 girls.

If a girl/woman does not meet the criteria
to receive the HPV vaccination what can be
done to protect her from cervical cancer?

She can visit her GP and request the HPV vaccination
privately. If she is already at risk of having contracted
the HPV virus it is recommended that she has routine
screening tests.

For any queries please contact us on:
HPV Helpline - 080 001 2322
HPV email - hpv@health.gov.za
DoH website - www.doh.gov.za
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What is HPV? S

HPV (Human Papillomavirus), is a very common virus
that infects most people at some time in their lives.
There are many types of HPV. Some of the virus types
can infect our cells that could eventually lead to cancer.

Who can get HPV? How is it spread?
Anyone who is sexually active can get HPV (both men

and women). A person infected with HPV can pass it
onto his/her intimate partner.

Is it possible to tell if a person

has HPV just by looking at them?

No - the HPV infection cannot be seen and in most
cases there are no visible signs.

Are HPV and HIV the same?
NO.

HPV must not be confused with HIV. They are both
viruses but they are completely different in how
they affect the human body.

What is cervical cancer?

Cervical cancer is a cancer that affects the cervix,
which is the lower part of the womb.

Cancer is when abnormal cells in the human body start
to grow very quickly and cannot be controlled by
normal body processes. Over time, normal cells are
replaced by cancer cells and without early diagnosis
and treatment the person may die.

How can you confirm if
a person has cervical cancer?

A special test is required to detect if a person has
early signs of developing cervical cancer, called a
PAP smear. The cells from the cervix are collected
and sent to a laboratory for testing and confirmation.

Has the HPV vaccine been
thoroughly tested and used before?

Yes - the HPV vaccine has been tested and used
in many other countries. More than 200 million
doses of the HPV bivalent vaccine have been
administrated world wide. It is a World Health
Organisation recommended vaccine and is
presently used in more than 130 countries
globally.

The Medicines Control Council of South Africa has
registered this HPV vaccine, after confirming that the
vaccine is safe for use.

How safe and effective is the vaccine?

The HPV vaccine used in South Africa is very safe and
effective in preventing the HPV-16 and HPV-18 strains
of the virus.

Will | get HPV infection
from the HPV vaccine?

No - the vaccine is non-infectious and you will not get
HPV infection through vaccination.

What is the HPV vaccination campaign?

The department of Health together with the
department of Basic education, is introducing a
HPV vaccination campaign in schools. This is part of
the Integrated School Health Programme. Nurses will
visit schools to vaccinate Grade 4 girls.

Who is going to be

vaccinated during this campaign?

Girls in schools who are in Grade 4 and are nine years
and older will be vaccinated.

Why are only Grade 4 girls
being vaccinated during this campaign?

This vaccine is most effective in young girls who are
at least 9 years old. As the entry requirement for grade
1is 7 years old, most girls in Grade 4 will be between
9 and 10 years old. Therefore Grade 4 has been
identified as the most suitable grade to commence the
vaccination.

Why are boys not given the HPV vaccine?

This campaign aims to prevent cervical cancer, which
occurs only in women.

Why should girls be vaccinated against HPV?

HPV vaccine is important to protect against HPV
infection that could lead to cervical cancer later in life.






